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General Assembly Substitute Bill No. 1101

January Session, 2003

AN ACT CONCERNING CONSTABLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 54-1f of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2003):

(@) For purposes of this section, the respective precinct or
jurisdiction of a state marshal or judicial marshal shall be wherever
such marshal is required to perform duties. Peace officers, as defined
in subdivision (9) of section 53a-3, in their respective precincts, shall
arrest, without previous complaint and warrant, any person for any
offense in their jurisdiction, when the person is taken or apprehended
in the act or on the speedy information of others, provided that no
constable elected pursuant to the provisions of section 9-200 shall be
considered a peace officer for the purposes of this subsection, unless
the town in which such constable holds office provides, by ordinance,
that constables shall be considered peace officers for the purposes of

this subsection.

(b) Members of the Division of State Police within the Department
of Public Safety or of any local police department, [or] any chief
inspector or inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice and

constables who are certified under the provisions of sections 7-294a to

7-294e, inclusive, and perform criminal law enforcement duties shall

arrest, without previous complaint and warrant, any person who the
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Substitute Bill No. 1101

officer has reasonable grounds to believe has committed or is

committing a felony.

(c) Members of any local police department or the Office of State
Capitol Police and constables and state marshals who are certified
under the provisions of sections 7-294a to 7-294e, inclusive, and [who]
perform criminal law enforcement duties, when in immediate pursuit
of one who may be arrested under the provisions of this section, are
authorized to pursue the offender outside of their respective precincts
into any part of the state in order to effect the arrest. Such person may
then be returned in the custody of such officer to the precinct in which

the offense was committed.

(d) Any person arrested pursuant to this section shall be presented

with reasonable promptness before proper authority.

Sec. 2. Section 54-33a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2003):

(@) As used in sections 54-33a to 54-33g, inclusive, "property"
includes, without limitation, documents, books, papers, films,

recordings and any other tangible thing.

(b) Upon complaint on oath by any state's attorney or assistant
state's attorney or by any two credible persons, to any judge of the
Superior Court or judge trial referee, that such state's attorney or
assistant state's attorney or such persons have probable cause to
believe that any property (1) possessed, controlled, designed or
intended for use or which is or has been used or which may be used as
the means of committing any criminal offense; or (2) which was stolen
or embezzled; or (3) which constitutes evidence of an offense, or that a
particular person participated in the commission of an offense, is
within or upon any place, thing or person, such judge or judge trial
referee, except as provided in section 54-33j, may issue a warrant
commanding a proper officer to enter into or upon such place or thing,
search the same or the person and take into such officer's custody all

such property named in the warrant.

LCO {D:\Conversion\Tob\s\2003SB-01101-R02-SB.doc } 20f7



53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

72
73

74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82

83

84

Substitute Bill No. 1101

(c) A warrant may issue only on affidavit sworn to by the
complainant or complainants before the judge or judge trial referee
and establishing the grounds for issuing the warrant, which affidavit
shall be part of the arrest file. If the judge or judge trial referee is
satisfied that grounds for the application exist or that there is probable
cause to believe that they exist, the judge or judge trial referee shall
issue a warrant identifying the property and naming or describing the
person, place or thing to be searched. The warrant shall be directed to
any police officer of a regularly organized police department or any
state policeman, [or to a] to any conservation officer, special
conservation officer or patrolman acting pursuant to section 26-6 or to

any constable who is certified under the provisions of sections 7-294a

to 7-294e, inclusive, and performs criminal law enforcement duties.

The warrant shall state the date and time of its issuance and the
grounds or probable cause for its issuance and shall command the
officer to search within a reasonable time the person, place or thing
named, for the property specified. The inadvertent failure of the
issuing judge or judge trial referee to state on the warrant the time of

its issuance shall not in and of itself invalidate the warrant.

Sec. 3. Section 53a-130a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2003):

(a) A person is guilty of impersonation of a police officer when [he]
such person pretends to be a sworn member of an organized local
police department or the Division of State Police within the

Department of Public Safety or a constable who performs criminal law

enforcement duties, or wears or displays without authority any

uniform, badge or shield by which such police officer or constable is
lawfully distinguished, with intent to induce another person to submit
to such pretended official authority or otherwise to act in reliance upon

that pretense.
(b) Impersonation of a police officer is a class D felony.

Sec. 4. Section 9-187 of the general statutes is repealed and the
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following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2003):

(@) The terms of office of elective municipal officers, when not
otherwise prescribed by law, shall be for two years from the date on
which such terms begin as set forth in section 9-187a and until their
successors are elected and have qualified. When not otherwise
prescribed by law, the terms of those town officers appointed by the
board of selectmen shall expire on the termination date of the term of

the board of selectmen appointing such officers.

(b) The terms of office of elected chief executive officers, members of
boards of selectmen and the members of the legislative body of any
town, city or borough as prescribed by charter or ordinance shall be
two years or four years from the date or dates on which such terms
begin as set forth in section 9-187a, and until their successors are
elected and have qualified. The provisions of this subsection shall not
be construed to authorize an ordinance prescribing terms of office to

supersede the provisions of a charter concerning such terms of office.

(c) The term of office of any tax collector appointed pursuant to an
ordinance adopted under the provisions of subsection (b) of section 9-

189 shall be as provided in such ordinance.

(d) There shall be no limit on the term of office of any constable

appointed pursuant to subdivision (1) of section 9-185 who performs

criminal law enforcement duties.

Sec. 5. Section 7-92 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2003):

The chief executive officer of any municipality may appoint such

number of special constables as [he] such executive officer deems

necessary to preserve the public peace within such municipality, who
may serve for unlimited terms [of not more than two years] or during
any public celebration or gathering or any riot or unusual excitement,
and such special [officers] constables shall have the authority of

constables of such town to serve criminal process and make arrests for

LCO {D:\Conversion\Tob\s\2003SB-01101-R02-SB.doc } 40f7



116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123

124
125
126
127
128
129

130
131
132

133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146

147

Substitute Bill No. 1101

commission of crime. The chief executive officer may appoint special
constables: (1) With limited geographical jurisdiction; or (2) who are
appointed at the request of corporations, associations or businesses
and who shall: (A) Have jurisdiction only on land controlled by such
corporation, association or business; (B) be deemed for all purposes to
be agents and employees of such corporation, association or business;
and (C) be paid for their services by such corporation, association or

business.

Sec. 6. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2003) The Division of State Police
within the Department of Public Safety shall provide access to The
Connecticut OnLine Law Enforcement Communication Teleprocessing
(COLLECT) System to constables who are certified under the
provisions of sections 7-294a to 7-294e, inclusive, of the general

statutes and perform criminal law enforcement duties.

Sec. 7. Subsection (a) of section 6-38f of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(a) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 6-38, the State
Marshal Commission shall appoint as a state marshal any eligible
individual who applies for such a position. For the purposes of this
section, "eligible individual" means (A) an individual who was a
deputy sheriff or special deputy sheriff of a corporation on or after
May 31, 1995, who had served as a deputy sheriff or special deputy
sheriff of a corporation for a period of not less than four years and who
has submitted an application to the State Marshal Commission on or
before July 31, 2001, provided any such eligible individual submitted
an initial application dated on or before June 30, 2000, or (B) an
individual who was a constable on or after May 31, 1995, who had

served as a constable for a period of not less than four vears and who

has submitted an application to the State Marshal Commission on or
before August 1, 2003.

(2) For the purpose of showing proof that an individual has served
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as a deputy sheriff or constable as required by this subsection,
information contained in the Connecticut State Register and Manual
shall be accepted as evidence.

(3) Any person authorized to apply for appointment as a state
marshal pursuant to this section who is determined not to be eligible
for such appointment by the State Marshal Commission may appeal
such determination to the Superior Court for the judicial district of
New Britain in accordance with the procedures and time periods set
forth in chapter 54.

Sec. 8. Section 52-593a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Except in the case of an appeal from an administrative agency
governed by section 4-183, a cause or right of action shall not be lost
because of the passage of the time limited by law within which the
action may be brought, if the process to be served is personally
delivered to [a state marshal] an officer authorized to serve the process
and the process is served, as provided by law, within [fifteen] thirty
days of the delivery.

(b) In any such case, the [state marshal] officer making service shall

endorse under oath on such [state marshal's] officer's return the date of

delivery of the process to such [state marshal] officer for service in

accordance with this section.

This act shall take effect as follows:
Section 1 October 1, 2003

Sec. 2 October 1, 2003

Sec. 3 October 1, 2003

Sec. 4 October 1, 2003

Sec. 5 October 1, 2003

Sec. 6 October 1, 2003

Sec. 7 from passage

Sec. 8 from passage
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JUD Joint Favorable Subst.

APP Joint Favorable
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